
Their Eyes Were Watching God 

Compare/Contrast Essay 

 

YOUR ASSIGNMENT 

Write a literary analysis essay in which you compare and contrast the novel, Their Eyes Were 

Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston with the movie of the same name. Be sure to analyze the 

similarities and differences. Your paper should be a minimum of five paragraphs. Your paper 

needs to be typed, double-spaced, and follow all MLA guidelines. The essay is due Wednesday, 

3/22 at the beginning of class. Tuesday, 3/21, will be given for peer review. 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

It is not enough to simply list what is the same and what is different. Why it is important to see 

what is the same and what is different? Compare and contrast essays promote critical thinking, 

you must analyze the similarities and differences. 

 What overall pattern is operating in the similarities and why does it matter? How does 

the comparison enhance our understanding of the novel and the movie separately? 

 What is the cause of the differences and why does it matter? What unique and new insight 

comes from contrasting the two? 

The answer to these questions will form your thesis statement. The thesis must make a 

claim that goes beyond the listing of similarities and differences and creates a new 

understanding, a weaving together of separate strands to make a new form. This new 

synthesis becomes your thesis. 

 

IDEAS TO CONSIDER—SO WHAT? 

Obviously not everything in the book can fit into the movie, but why were certain elements 

chosen over others to be omitted? Are certain elements emphasized more in one or the other? 

Why? Is something completely different in the movie? Why? 

 What does it say about the strengths or weaknesses in the novel or the movie? 

 What does it say about the time period in which the book was written as opposed to the 

time period the movie was made? 

 What does it say about the two different mediums and their respective audiences? 
 What is added to the movie, and why? 
 What is omitted from the movie, and why? 


